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Remembering D-Day 

D-Day was the name given to the 
June 6, 1944, invasion of the 
beaches at Normandy in northern 
France by troops from the United 
States, Canada, the United King-
dom and other countries during 
World War II. France at the time 
was occupied by the armies of 
Nazi Germany, and the amphibi-
ous assault—codenamed Opera-
tion Overlord—landed some 
156,000 Allied soldiers on the beaches of Normandy by the end of the day. De-
spite their success, some 4,000 Allied troops were killed by German soldiers 
defending the beaches. At the time, the D-Day invasion was the largest naval, 
air and land operation in history, and within a few days about 326,000 troops, 
more than 50,000 vehicles and some 100,000 tons of equipment had landed. 
By August 1944, all of northern France had been liberated, and in spring of 
1945 the Allies had defeated the Germans. Historians often refer to D-Day as 
the beginning of the end of World War II.  

According to the U.S. military, “D-Day” was an Army designation used to indicate 
the start date for specific field operations. In this case, the “D” in D-Day doesn’t 
actually stand for anything—it’s merely an alliterative placeholder used to desig-
nate a particular day on the calendar.   
The military also employed the term “H-Hour” to refer to the time on D-Day when 
the action would begin. This shorthand helped prevent actual mission dates from 
falling into enemy hands, but it also proved handy when the start date for an 
attack was still undecided. Military planners also used a system of pluses and mi-
nuses to designate any time or day occurring before or after D-Day or H-Hour.  
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General Dwight D. Eisenhower’s Order of the Day (1944) 

https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/general-eisenhowers-order-of-the-day 

This order was issued by Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower to encourage Allied soldiers taking part in the D-day 
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