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Remembering VJ-Day 

On August 14, 1945, it was announced that Japan had surrendered unconditionally to the Allies, 
effectively ending World War II. Since then, both August 14 and August 15 have been known as 
“Victory Over Japan Day,” or simply “V-J Day.” The term has also been used for September 2, 
1945, when Japan’s formal surrender took place aboard the U.S.S. Missouri, anchored in Tokyo 
Bay. Coming several months after the surrender of Nazi Germany, Japan’s capitulation in the Pa-
cific brought six years of hostilities to a final and highly anticipated close. In Washington on Au-
gust 14, President Harry S. Truman announced news of Japan’s surrender in a press conference at 
the White House: “This is the day we have been waiting for since Pearl Harbor. This is the day 
when Fascism finally dies, as we always knew it would.” Jubilant Americans declared August 14 
“Victory over Japan Day,” or “V-J Day.” (May 8, 1945–when the Allies accepted Nazi Germany’s 
official surrender–had previously been dubbed “Victory in Europe Day,” or “V-E Day.”)  

V-J Day over the Years 
Many V-J Day celebrations fell out of favor over the years due to concerns about their being 
offensive to Japan, now one of America’s closest allies, and to Japanese Americans, as well as 
ambivalent feelings toward the nuclear devastation of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
In 1995, the 50th anniversary of the end of World War II, the administration of President Bill Clin-
ton referred not to V-J Day but to the “End of the Pacific War” in its official remembrance cere-
monies. The decision sparked complaints that Clinton was being overly deferential to Japan and 
that the euphemism displayed insensitivity to U.S. veterans who as prisoners of war suffered 
greatly at the hands of Japanese forces. 

https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-ii/v-j-day#section_3 

https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/japans-surrender-made-public
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/harry-truman
https://www.history.com/topics/white-house
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/victory-in-europehttps:/www.history.com/this-day-in-history/victory-in-europe
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/bill-clinton
https://www.history.com/topics/us-presidents/bill-clinton
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