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VFW Post 8555 Spotlight 



Highlights 

• The 1989 imposition of direct rule from Belgrade of a pre-
dominantly Albanian province led to tension and waves of 
violence between Serbs and Kosovar Albanians in the 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. 

• President Milosovic’s policy of ethnic cleansing produced 
flows of refugees and internally displaced people.  

• In 1999, once all diplomatic avenues had failed, NATO 
launched an air campaign to halt the humanitarian catas-
trophe unfolding in Kosovo. 

• Operation Allied Force started on 24 March 1999 and was 
suspended on 10 June, lasting a total of 78 days. 

• On 10 June 1999, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia ac-
cepted the withdrawal of its military, police and paramili-
tary forces and the deployment of an effective international civil and security presence. 

The Kosovo Campaign 
Operation Allied Force | Operation Noble Anvil | Operation Flexible Anvil | Operation Sky Anvil 

End of Operation Restore Hope 
Expanded peacekeeping in Somalia began after the failure of United Nations Operations in Somolia (UNOSOM I) 

accompanied by the specter of 500,000 Somalis dead from famine by the fall of 1992 and hundreds of thousands 

more in danger of dying. Clan violence in Somalia interfered with international famine relief efforts, and President 

Bush sent American troops to protect relief workers in a new operation called Restore Hope. The US-led coalition 

approved by the Security Council in December 1992 had a mandate of protecting humanitarian operations and creat-

ing a secure environment for eventual political reconcili-

ation. At the same time, it had the authority to use all 

necessary means, including military force. A joint and 

multinational operation, Restore Hope--called UNITAF 

(unified task force)--was a US-led, UN-sanctioned opera-

tion that included protection of humanitarian assistance 

and other peace-enforcement operations.  

On December 3rd, U.N. Security Resolution 794 author-

ized the U.S. led intervention "to use all necessary means 

to establish a secure environment for humanitarian relief 

operations in Somalia as soon as possible." The US Ar-

my participated in Operation Restore Hope in Somalia 

from 03 December 1992 to 4 May 1993. On 09 Decem-

ber 1992 the United States Marines came ashore in Mog-

adishu and quickly established an expeditionary infra-

structure to facilitate security and the delivery of food to 

the starving Somalis. On December 11th, the Marines established a Civil Military Operations Center (CMOC) and 

collocated it with the U.N.'s Humanitarian Operations Center (HOC). By doing this, the CMOC quickly became the 

national focus point for NGO/U.S. military coordination.  

By March 1993, mass starvation had been overcome, and security was much improved. At its peak, almost 30,000 

US military personnel participated in the operation, along with 10,000 personnel from twenty-four other states. De-

spite the absence of political agreement among the rival forces, periodic provocations, and occasional military re-

sponses by UNITAF, the coalition retained its impartiality and avoided open combat with Somali factions--blending 

its coercive powers with political dialogue, psychological operations, and highly visible humanitarian activities.  
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