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Patriot Day is an annual observance on September 11 to remember those who 

were injured or died during the terrorist attacks in the United States on Septem-

ber 11, 2001. Many Americans refer to Patriot Day as 9/11 or September 11.  

Observe Patriot Day 

On the direction of the President, the flag of the United States of America should be dis-

played on the homes of Americans, the White House and all United States government 

buildings in the whole world. The flag should be flown at half-staff as a mark of respect to 

those who died on September 11, 2001. Many people observe a moment of silence at 8:46 

AM (Eastern Daylight Time). This marks the time that the first plane flew into the World 

Trade Center. Some communities, particularly in the areas directly affected by the attacks, 

hold special church services or prayer meetings. People who personally experienced the 

events in 2001 or lost loved ones in them, may lay flowers or visit memorials. 
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The PACT Act and your VA benefits 

 

The PACT Act  (Promise to Address Comprehensive Tox-
ics Act) is a new law that expands VA health care and ben-
efits for Veterans exposed to burn pits and other toxic 
substances. This law helps us provide generations of Vet-
erans—and their survivors—with the care and benefits 
they’ve earned and deserve. 

What’s the PACT Act and how will it affect my VA ben-
efits and care? 

The PACT Act is perhaps the largest health care and bene-
fit expansion in VA history. The full name of the law is The 
Sergeant First Class (SFC) Heath Robinson Honoring our 
Promise to Address Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act.  

The PACT Act will bring these changes: 

• Expands and extends eligibility for VA health care for 
Veterans with toxic exposures and Veterans of 
the Vietnam, Gulf War, and post-9/11 eras 

• Adds more than 20 new presumptive conditions 
for burn pits and other toxic exposures 

• Adds more presumptive-exposure locations for Agent 
Orange and radiation 

• Requires VA to provide a toxic exposure screening to 
every Veteran enrolled in VA health care 

• Helps us improve research, staff education, and treat-
ment related to toxic exposures 

If you’re a Veteran or survivor, you can file claims now to 
apply for PACT Act-related benefits. 

 

https://www.va.gov/resources/the-pact-act-and-
your-va-benefits/ 

 

 

If you served in any of these locations and time periods, we’ve deter-
mined that you had exposure to burn pits or other toxins. We call this 
having a presumption of exposure. 

On or after September 11, 2001, in any of these locations: 

• Afghanistan 

• Djibouti 

• Egypt 

• Jordan 

• Lebanon 

• Syria 

• Uzbekistan 

• Yemen 

• The airspace above any of these locations 

On or after August 2, 1990, in any of these locations: 

• Bahrain 

• Iraq 

• Kuwait 

• Oman 

• Qatar 

• Saudi Arabia 

• Somalia 

• The United Arab Emirates (UAE) 

The airspace above any of these locations 
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